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What is a “Seal 
of Biliteracy” ?

It is recognition awarded to certify 
language skills in two or more 

languages.

Currently, 38 states and DC offer a 
“State Seal of Biliteracy” to 

graduating seniors in public high 
schools that meet state criteria. 
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Why get a “Seal of Biliteracy” ?

A “Seal of Biliteracy” is a way to provide an 
employer or academic institution PROOF of 

your level of language skills in TWO 
languages.  The LEVEL is determined via 

testing aligned to the ACTFL proficiency scale.

In the United States, one of those languages is 
English, be it your first or second language.  
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The Seal of Biliteracy:  Pathway & Target
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Where has the Global Seal of Biliteracy been issued?

Green: Seals Issued: 38 States, DC & Mexico   
Yellow:  Applications in Process

Blue: 38 States and DC have a State Seal program
Yellow or Green: under consideration or early stages
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State Seals of Biliteracy – Criteria Differs

Intermediate
Low

Intermediate 
Mid

Intermediate 
High

Advanced 
Low

Advanced 
Mid

Advanced 
High

District 
Determined 
“Evidence of 
Proficiency”

CA
CO
NC

AZ-1
NC
ND-1
NM

AR
AZ-2
CT
DE
FL-1
HI
IA
KS-1
ME
MO-1

NJ
NM
NV
RI-1
SC-1
TN-1
UT
WA
VA
DC

GA
IL
IN
LA
MA-1
MD
MI
MN-1
ND-2
NY

OH
OR
SC-2
TX
WI-1

DE-2
FL-2
KS-2
MA-2
MN-2
MO-2
RI-2
SC-3
TN-2

WI-2

NOTE:   The Global Seal of 
Biliteracy offers 3 different 
award levels, but has 
uniform criteria globally.



Why the Global Seal of 
Biliteracy?

Expands Seal of Biliteracy to those not included in state Seals 
Universal proficiency criteria – 3 level Pathway

 Functional Fluency   (Intermediate Mid)
 Working Fluency   (Advanced Low) 
 Professional Fluency (Advanced High)

Externally validated testing 
Provides a transcript credential to document language skills 

for work purposes on resume, CV
 Independent Board of Advisors
Available to high school, college and adult learners
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Candidate’s TWO LANGUAGES

Unique Serial-Number

Issuing School or Organization 

(i.e., ABSA) 
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Heritage Languages are Reaping the Benefits
• Brings heritage communities together – ABSA 

Example

• Creates a tool to build retention, program visibility 
and efficacy

• Provides a reason to be counted – and the numbers 
are surprising us all!

• They may still be “less commonly taught” but these 
languages are being “more commonly tested”
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Invest in the 
opportunity 
for heritage 

language 
learners to 
maintain a 
natal gift
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What do we learn from the 
RESEARCH?

9 Focus Groups  -- 215 Seniors
English Dominant & Linguistically Diverse

• Both groups:
• equally valued bilingualism

• Believed Seal recipients would have 
advantage

• Lacked knowledge about Seal of 
Biliteracy

• Felt they were not informed about 
program

• Didn’t know about or understand 
tests

• Were unaware of college-credit 
opportunity
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The Seal of Biliteracy:  Pathway & Target



How do I get a “Seal of 
Biliteracy”?

I have to 
take a test?

https://theglobalseal.com/qualified-tests
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How do you test?

1. Select a qualifying test       
(by language, by level). 

2. Follow the Rules.  You need 
a neutral proctoring test 
environment.  Many tests 
are now deliverable online 
and test results can be 
available in as little as two 
weeks. 

* Global Seal of Biliteracy accepts test scores up to 12 months old.



How do I find a test for my 
language?

https://theglobalseal.com/languages

… over 100 languages
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What is a Proficiency test like 
?

A Score Report reflecting 
all 4 language skill areas
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What do Proficiency tests measure?

Comprehension of Language (what you understand)
Listening Comprehension
Reading Comprehension

Production of Language (what you can create on your own)
Writing (sentences, a paragraph, a short essay, an email) 
Speaking (talking about a topic or having a conversation)

Quantity & Quality of Vocabulary, Length & Organization & Complexity, Ease & Clarity of Expression
Always use your best and most complete language – Support your Ideas
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What do Proficiency test scores show?

Everyone has strengths & weaknesses.  When you reach the criteria in all 4 
skills, 1 or more skills will probably be at or approaching the next award 
level . . . so keep practicing and then LEVEL UP to our next award level.  
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Creating a Pathway of Awards

Intermediate
Low

Intermediate 
Mid

Intermediate 
High

Advanced 
Low

Advanced 
Mid

“Functional 
Fluency”
Entry Level

“Working 
Fluency”

Work Proficient

Advanced 
High

“Professional 
Fluency”

Highly Proficient



Why is knowing your level important?

Your level describes what you CAN DO.
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The American Council on the Teaching of 
Foreign Languages (ACTFL), Pearson LLC and 
Language Testing International, 
commissioned Ipsos Public Affairs to 
conduct a survey of 1,200 U.S. employers. 
The resulting 2019 report, Making 
Languages Our Business: Addressing Foreign 
Language Demand Among U.S. Employers

• 9 out of 10 U.S. employers rely on employees 
with language skills other than English.

• 56% say their foreign language demand will 
increase in the next 5 years.

• 47% state a need for language skills exclusively 
for the domestic market.

• 1 in 3 language-dependent U.S. employers 
report a language skills gap.

• 1 in 4 U.S. employers lost business due to a 
lack of language skills.

https://www.leadwithlanguages.org/wp-content/uploads/MakingLanguagesOurBusiness_FullReport.pdf
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Nursing – It PAY$ 
to be Bilingual!

$ 30,340
* American Nursing Association cites a 
national  Pay Differential average of 7%
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“Having the seal to show to employers 
can help significantly in getting a job.”

“Having the Global Seal of Biliteracy gives me 
something tangible to notice like okay this is 
what level I’m at. Then maybe after my study 

abroad program, I can test myself and see 
just how much I’ve increased…"

According to Ana Barajas, University of Oregon
 Global Seal “Working Fluency” in English & French 
 Global Seal “Working Fluency” in English & Italian



Challenges
for Community Heritage Language Programs

• Few community language programs currently 
assess student performance or growth via external 
testing (for benchmarks or capstone)

• Heritage language tests may not be provided by 
public schools; this often disenfranchises heritage 
language users from State Seal recognition

• Heritage language schools are excluded from most 
State Seals unless they find public school partners 
and/or assist with testing their students
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Bulgarian School of Seattle awardees, 
The Association of Bulgarian Schools in 
America (ABSA)



Solutions
for Community Heritage Language Programs

• External testing is flexible and provides 
validation of language learning. This 
leads to respect, retention and the 
possibility of recognition.  

• Participate in the Global Seal of Biliteracy
program which is open to all learners 
(even adults in your cmmunity), at any 
age in any type of language program.
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#LanguageCredentials
Turn the Trophy into a Tool.

THE GLOBAL SEAL - HERITAGE LANGUAGE SYMPOSIUM 
2020 UW - L. EGNATZ

What makes this game worth playing?
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PRO-ficiency Goals

Moves students 
from a “Seat Time”  
mentality to “I’m 
here to acquire 

language 
mentality.”



Why are there Multiple Levels ?

FUNCTIONAL 
FLUENCY (I-M)

WORKING 
FLUENCY (A-L)

PROFESSIONAL 
FLUENCY (A-H)

Poster 
downloadable at 

www.actfl.org
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University Students

232 University 
of Oregon 

students earned 
their Global Seal 

language 
credentials, 

including Ana 
who was 

recognized in 
French and 

Italian.
May 2019
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Add your 
“Seal of 

Biliteracy” 
credential(s) 

here:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SZwUVdVuLBAsCtGHPhN9TIKhymlsmD9W/view?fbclid=IwAR3qSzSabQgmgHEkWgruPZxRdAcx175ZES3KmmN0BXM9-ZjLe_HeBKyF3Sk
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The Seal of Biliteracy:  Benefits to Students

“It gives   you 
a motive to 

finish.
Before I was 
like why am I 
in this class?

“Seal of Biliteracy Implementation: Benefits & Challenges
Foreign Language Annals, Davin, Egnatz & Heineke

Foreign Language Annals 51(2) · April 2018

Michele Aoki presents the Global Seal of Biliteracy
Working Fluency in Japanese to Georgia Gray,

Seattle Public Schools - 2019

• Credentials matter

• Early Admission

• College Applications

• Job Resumés / CV

• Help students 
articulate their skills

https://www.researchgate.net/journal/0015-718X_Foreign_Language_Annals
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Scholarship 
Potential

Austin Martin (OH) Global Seal of 
Biliteracy in Spanish “Functional Fluency” 

awardee - 2018

Austin Martin (2019) received a certificate from the Global Seal of 
Biliteracy program. He reported that he entered the Global Seal 
information into his resume on Naviance, and he contacted the 

Office of Admissions at Michigan State to reevaluate his 
application and documents. Austin immediately received in his 

Ohio Spartan Grant an increase from the original $11,250 to 
$15,000 because of his biliteracy recognition. 

-- Archbishop Moeller HS Magazine

“Functional Fluency” (I-M) Global Seal
earns $3,750 Scholarship

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17scREgOSMQcQMVAbfXKQaiXXzGiAPogb/view?usp=sharing
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In some states a State Seal of 
Biliteracy counts as OFFICIAL 
High School Language Credits 
on the high school transcript.

 In 5 states, a state Seal of 
Biliteracy receives COLLEGE 
CREDIT at state universities.

High School Transcripts & College 
Credit for Seals of Biliteracy

SNHU awards TRANSFERABLE
COLLEGE CREDIT to Global Seals 

of Biliteracy recipients who 
complete a learning reflection.
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Student  Driven Engagement and Results
“When students say . . . I know the program is working.”

o“Señora, How is my speaking score? Will I have the Global Seal?”

o “I added my Global Seal Credentials to Linked In” 

o “My college asked for my Global Seal information.” 

o “Can I have my STAMP scores from last year so I can                        
work on my scores and get the global Seal?”

Parthena Draggett, Chair
Department of World Languages and Cultures
Community School of Naples
Co-Author of TEMAS (Vista Higher Learning) 
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2018-19 New Mexico State Seal 
• 286 State Seal (IL)
• All Spanish

Fall 2019 Global Seal
• 181 Functional Fluency (IM)
• Spanish, German

• 7 Working Fluency (AL)
• Spanish, German

Spring 2020 Global Seal
• 191 Functional Fluency (IM)
• Spanish, German, French, Japanese

• 38 Working Fluency (AL)
• Spanish, German
• Includes 10.8% of Functional Fluency 

awardees who “Leveled Up”

“The New Mexico standard is Intermediate-Low (Level 4), but lots of our students score higher

than that,” she says. “The Global Seal of Functional Fluency (Intermediate-Mid) and Working

Fluency (Advanced-Low) are great credentials for kids that can save them money in college tuition

or give them a leg up in the job market.”
Jessica Villalobos, Senior Director

Albuquerque Public Schools Office of Language and Cultural Equity

2019-20 Total:   372 Functional Fluency
45 Working Fluency

11% 
LEVEL UP!
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The Polish example
• Collaborators [Marzanna Owinski (Piast Institute, 

MI), the Consulate of the Republic of Poland in 
Chicago, the Polish Teachers Association and Avant 
Assessment ] worked together to create the Polish 
STAMP 4S Test so that an estimated 30,000 students 
of Polish could earn a Seal of Biliteracy.

• These students may now be able to access either 
their State Seal, the Global Seal of Biliteracy or both!

With Chicago Consul General 
Piotr Janecki
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Polish School participation in the Global Seal of Biliteracy

 Helena Modrzejewska Polish School in Yorba Linda, CA:

· 5 students –Functional  Fluency award
· 1 student – Working Fluency Award

 Adam Mickiewicz Polish School in Minneapolis, MN:

· 1 student – Working Fluency Award

 Fr. J. Dąbrowski School in Orchard Lake, MI:

· 7 students – Functional Fluency Award 

 John Paul II School in Hamtramck, MI:

· 1 student – Functional Fluency Award
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What One Japanese Heritage School said…
“This award is the FIRST official award that Orange Coast Gakuen, 
Japanese heritage language school in Southern California, will 
present to our students. This award will motivate our students to 
continue learning Japanese language and culture at our school on 
Saturday, which is challenging when our students have many events 
in their families and schools on weekend. I am sure the students who 
receive the award and their family will be very proud of their effort of 
learning Japanese for so many years, from Kindergarten to high 
school levels. I am proud of them, too.

I am so happy that you have established the award that community-
based heritage language schools can present to their students.”

Masako Douglas, Professor Emeritus of Japanese
Department of Asian and Asian American Studies, California State University Long Beach
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MAXIMIZING   OPPORTUNITY
Benefiting Community Heritage Language Programs

 Create additional BUZZ and EXCITEMENT for students and parents

 Add VALUE to language programs with a universal meta-credential

 Gave schools and association PRESS and MEDIA VISIBILITY

 Provides students in program with COLLEGE-CREDIT OPTION

 VERTICALLY ALIGNS language programs and MOTIVATES students to 
excel

 Testing provides FORMATIVE FEEDACK to schools, teachers and parents

 Make ACHIEVEMENT the focal point of a School Event or Conference



A good 
program 

needs GREAT 
PROMOTION

 School website

 Posters and Announcements:
 Program Benefits
 When / How to be Tested
 Celebrations
 “Poster-Kid Successes”

 Celebrations – Award Programs
 Parents
 Administrators
 Community
 Media and PRESS

 Social Media
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FREE RESOURCES ONLINE
www.theglobalseal.com



The Seal of Biliteracy:  Celebrations!
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The Bulgarian example
Providing a Seal of Biliteracy opportunity has resulted in the formation 

of ABSA:  The Association of Bulgarian Schools in America 

• 49 Bulgarian Schools have come together to form 
an association - ABSA

• The group is working to encourage Bulgarian 
speakers to work together to support students 
who want a Seal of Biliteracy

• The Bulgarian Ambassador, Mr. Tihomir Stortchev, 
has taken an active role in supporting Bulgarian 
language learners in the U.S., as has the Chicago 
Consul General, 

With Ambassador Tihomir Stortchev
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Angela Hasheva
Bulgarian School of Seattle, 
The Association of Bulgarian Schools in America (ABSA)
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Share the 
Seal of 

Biliteracy
opportunity 

with a 
language 

learner you 
know.



Linda L. Egnatz, Executive Director, Global Seal of Biliteracy

www.theglobalseal.com @globalbilitseal
linda.egnatz@theglobalseal.com @miprofeAP
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